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reformer comes to visit an old friend, a farmer who has
recently been enriched, like others in the neighbourhood,
by the discovery of coal He falls in love with one of
the houshold, but, on finding that her father and sister
are chronic drunkards and alcoholism is hereditary in
the family, he tears himself away and the girl kills herself.
It is more of a thesis play than Hauptmann's later pieces,
but written on naturalistic lines. No human being is
the villain. Environment has debased human nature
and the arrival of the young man merely accelerates the
crisis, forcing into suicide a girl who would, in any case,
have degenerated later into a drunkard.

In Lonely Lives incompatibility and social conventions
bring about the tragedy. A highly intellectual man,
intent on creative work, is married to a well-meaning
wife who cannot understand him. A Russian girl
comes on the scene, who is ready and fitted to give the
husband the platonic sympathy he needs. But the wife,
backed up by her family, insists on her departure and
the scholar, equally unable to live without her or get
free of his domestic bonds, takes his own life.

The Weavers) written in 1892, is Hauptmann's master-
piece. This time the problem is social not domestic
and the play, the action of which is supposed to take
place in 1840, is concerned with men in the mass more
than with luckless individuals. The weavers have no
minimum wage, no trade union, no proper regulation
of hours. They bring the cloth from their homes to
the factory and are entirely at the mercy of the owners.
They are bullied and cheated. A girl faints from hunger.
A man kills his dog for food. At length the workers
rebel against their inhuman treatment. They break
Into a revolutionary song, march off to their employer's
house and sack it. Police and soldiers are summoned.
There is some spasmodic shooting in which a weaver,
who has doggedly remained at work, is killed. Nothing
Is achieved. There is no neat ending, no suggestion